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Sen't disturb it."
£?"If we decide'there's a risk with Zonolite,
Jroin a policy perspective, it makes sense that
^gre-evaluate.thaf for the rest of the :
gsmtry," said Peronard.
'•—Talk of a public health declaration for;
tibby began in^arty September, when EPA >
Administrator Christie Whitmaji viskedthe
BJjn and said her agency was looking at the
gnjergency declaration as> way to remove
asbestos-laden vermiculite from the town's
Somes. U.S. Rep. Dennis Rehberg, R-Mpnt.,
fias pushed for the declaration, saying that
toby's health problems are unique in the'
Hjjjted States and deserve special attention. >
^Peronard said the" insulation TCinoval
ypuld probably include 800 or so homes
guildings in the Libby Valley, at a cost of
w^where from $3,000 to $20,000 per hou^ef "
Ofpending on the size of the job.-;
:? ' Libby's health problems came to national
|ttention two years ago, when published
reports linked asbestos contamination in the
fown to widespread illness and death. A '.
federal health survey conducted last year .
found that 18 percent of nearly 6,000 adults
Jested had lung scarring likely related ito .-*•"
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;asbestos exposurer Until now, most o£the
cases hive been^tiedito exposure to m%- ; '•
wastes, not actual coinimercial Zonoliteifrdni-

.U%.. . ' - . ' • • •••-i-i?r. • * -

While hi full swing, Libby's mine produced
the majority of the world's vermiculite; which,
when heated and expanded wss sold as.
Zonolite insulation. W.R. Grace and Co.
stopped selling Zonolite in^1980 T'for . '
economic reasons," according to the ••'. :
company's Web site. The mine shut down 10
•years later. W.R. <3race and CQ. maintains
that dangerous asbestos was removed from
the vermiculite at the mine to ensure the, ;;
product's safety. -. .

It's unclear how many homes in .flje United
States are insulated with Zonolite -estimates:
range from 800,000 to 15 million. Bufsp^a .
good; bet that the .percentage is higherin'> •;

.̂ nolite's hometown of Libby, where local
-residents for years could get free vermiculite
f r o m t h e company. • • " . ' " : ' ;
"•! Bill Corcoran, W.R. Grace and Cb.'s vice .

-j president for public and regulatory, affairs,
^Md Thursday he asked for the meeting'with -.'
I H'A's decision-malcers on the emergeaicy

declaration because he wants to know the
: possible repercussions to the company. He
' acknowledged that one of his main concerns
l lies in the fact that Zonolite has never before;
j been labeled as an unsafe product. •'

"We believe it's a safe products-said
"/Corcoran. -'-. ._ •;. /.- ;;'i7''-
vv-Corcoran said Grace pf^1alK^anit^Q
-••review the EPA's scientific basis fofl^e,'". ^:.

declaration, and he noted that a judge in ;-r -•."
Washington state rejected claims.that the. :
insulation was unsafe. "

"We want to be: able to make sure we . ::

understandthe science," said Corcoran^ •
Peronard, on the other ijand, beh'eves

there are people who liave been sicltened '
from exposure primarily .to Zonolite "
insulation. He pointed tolhe federal health "•.,
study, which showed several sick people had. :

primary asbestos exposure only thrpughV ••"•:':•
Zonolite. And he noted that he knows of ;,
workers such as electricians who arie'iiow. sick.';
. Peronard said he expects ip-malce/his jntqhV
to EPA:ofBdals.ra'-Washingt^vprJu:, iaext • V'••.
week. Marianne Horinko, assistant :

• administrator for .the EPA Office of Solid ;
Waste and Emergency; Response, will then
meet with Grace official and make a decision
on how to move forward. •' . . - . . - < ; 3- '.

"Obviously, if we^dp.somediing in Libbyi
people are going to say; 'Why don't yqud^P ';

:.
sbmethhig with myjiituatipn,'" said ••- :

Peronard.^"It's fnprie important Jtpmeidiat, as
an agency, we wprk.oul a rational .policy," -

.-.;• "My job is to do what's right here^:he
added. "Somebody else needs tQ:be:lQoking r

. out for the national imph'cationSi" ^ '.... •:


